Collect: Almighty God, you have broken the
tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of
your Son into our hearts whereby we call
you Father: give us grace to dedicate our
freedom to your service, that we and all
creation may be brought to the glorious
liberty of the children of God; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
2 Corinthians 5.6–10, 14-17
Brothers and sisters, 6 we are always confident;
even though we know that while we are at home
in the body we are away from the Lord – 7 for we
walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from
the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our
aim to please him. 10 For all of us must appear
before the judgement seat of Christ, so that
each may receive recompense for what has
been done in the body, whether good or evil.
14
The love of Christ urges us on, because we
are convinced that one has died for all; therefore
all have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those
who live might live no longer for themselves, but
for him who died and was raised for them. 16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from
a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we
know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!

Mark 4.26–34
Such a large crowd gathered around Jesus
that he got into a boat and began to teach them
using many parables. 26 Jesus said, ‘The
kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground, 27 and would sleep and rise
night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head,
then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.’ 30 Jesus also
said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable will we use for it? 31 It is
like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
32
yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade.’ 33 With many such parables
he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34 he did not speak to them except in
parables, but he explained everything in private
to his disciples.

Under the warmth
of the summer sun
the world awakes and blossoms
into every imaginable colour.
You created a garden for us to enjoy,
and within it planted
the most magical of flower and trees.
You needed no horticultural training
to plan your colour scheme,
no gardening expert
to recommend variety or design.
Your garden is perfect,
its colours harmonious,
its scale immense,
spoilt only by the clumsiness
of those who tend it
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Hymn 386**
Jesus is King
Post Communion: O God, whose beauty is
beyond our imagining and whose power we
cannot comprehend: show us your glory as
far as we can grasp it, and shield us from
knowing more than we can bear until we
may look upon you without fear; through
Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Verse 2:
We have a hope that is steadfast and certain,
gone through the curtain
and touching the throne.
We have a priest who is there interceding,
pouring his grace on our lives day by day.

