Collect: Almighty Father, whose Son was
revealed in majesty before he suffered
death upon the cross: give us grace to
perceive his glory, that we may be
strengthened to suffer with him and be
changed into his likeness, from glory to
glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
2 Kings 2.1–12
1 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on
their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay
here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But
Elisha said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself
live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you
know that today the LORD will take your master away
from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ 4
Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the LORD
has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So
they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to
him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your
master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I
know; be silent.’ 6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here;
for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he
said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty
men of the company of prophets also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle
and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was
parted to the one side and to the other, until the two
of them crossed on dry ground. 9 When they had
crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do
for you, before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said,
‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 10
He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if
you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be

granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11 As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and
crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two
pieces.
Mark 9.2–9
2 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,
and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3
and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no
one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi,
it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.’ 6 He did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son,
the Beloved; listen to him!’ 8 Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more,
but only Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the
mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.
1 John 4:7-12
My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other
since love comes from God. Everyone who loves is
born of God and experiences a relationship with God.
The person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first
thing about God, because God is love—so you can’t
know him if you don’t love. This is how God showed
his love for us: God sent his only Son into the world
so we might live through him. This is the kind of love
we are talking about—not that we once upon a time
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a
sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage
they’ve done to our relationship with God. My dear,
dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly
ought to love each other. No one has seen God,
ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply

within us, and his love becomes complete in us—
perfect love!

Post Communion Holy God, we see your
glory in the face of Jesus Christ: may we
who are partakers at his table reflect his
life in word and deed, that all the world
may know his power to change and save.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Salvation Army Winter Night Shelter:
The church and charity’s homeless support
unit has joined IOW Council to help them try
to ensure homeless people not have to bed
down on the streets this winter.
Operating from 27 November until the end of
March 2018 from its Corps on Pyle Street,
Newport, PO30 1UJ, they provide hot food
and a warm bed for the night; seven days a
week, during the coldest months.
Jamie Brenchley, Service Manager for The
Salvation Army Homeless Services on the
IOW said: “This year we will provide a winter
shelter that gives hope to the many people on
the IOW that are experiencing homelessness.
We will develop personalised packages of
support alongside individuals and partners,
designed to support people on their unique
journey from homelessness to home. This will
complement our other homeless services on
the IOW and enable us to provide an
integrated model of accommodation, support
and pathways back to independence. Life does
not get better by chance, it gets better by
change.”

